
All past and current Bowraville Community News are available online at 

www.bowraville.nsw.au/newsletters  

By Ned COWIE  

Under sunny skies, the 50 th  anniversary of the first Back to Bowra festival 
went off without a hitch and was attended by thousands of people.  

The 50 th  anniversary Back to Bowra festival was officially opened by 
Nambucca Valley Council Mayor Gary Lee with State MP Michael Kemp in 
attendance.  

Event organiser and Nambucca Valley Councillor Jane Smith told BCNews 
she was thrilled with the way the day turned out.  

Thousands attend  
Back to Bowra 50 th  Anniversary  

Mayor Gary Lee officially opened the Back to Bowra 2025 Festival marking 
50 years since the first Back to Bowra and 150 years of the townôs existence. 

Continued on Page 5 
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DISCLAIMER 
 

Bowraville Community News reserves the right 
to alter, omit or change classifications and 
advertisements ðFurthermore, the Bowraville 
Community News does not endorse or promote 
products or services contained in the newsletter. 

 

While every care is exercised, the views and or 
opinions expressed in this newsletter within 
editorial articles do not necessarily represent the 
views and or opinions of the Bowraville 
Technology Centre or any other organisation 
associated with the production of the Bowraville 

Community News. 

CIRCULATION  = 300 COPIES  

Newsletter is also available online at:    

www.bowraville.nsw.au/newsletter/ 

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR 

THE FEBRUARY 2026 

ISSUE IS: 4:00PM 

 

 

All contributions and advertisements for the next  
issue of the Bowraville Community News can be 
delivered either via e-mail or by hand at the front 

counter of the: 
  

BOWRAVILLE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE 
39 High Street, Bowraville NSW 2449 

Telephone: 6564 7420 
e-mail:  admin@bctc.com.au 

BOWRAVILLE COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Bowraville Community News is produced 
every month, except January. 

Annual subscription includes 11 issues. 
 

39 High St, Bowraville Ph. 02 6564 7420  
Open 9.30 to 4pm Weekdays  

 

Email: admin@bctc.com.au  
 

Â Services Australia Agent  
Â Computer Training   Â Internet Access  
Â Equipment Hire  Â Media Sales  

Â  Photocopying  Â  Laminating  Â  Photo Printing  
Â  Music Conversion to CD Format   

Volunteers Welcome  

Open 9.30am to 4.00pm Weekdays 

Internet Services are available at the BTC on our 
computers, your laptop, tablet or smart phone. Printing 
is extra and cost depends on the amount of pages  
printed. 

Computer Usage 
§Ten Minute Increments 

§One Hour 

§All day High Users Pass 

Printing and copying 
B&W and colour printing on A4, 

A3 and other formats. 
Specialised folding and stapling service 
available for brochures, booklets etc. 
Large print jobs - ask for a quote. 

Other services 
 Hire of data projector + Portable screen 

 Shredding  

 Computer repairs  

 Laminating A4 and A3 

 Binding and Guillotining 

ALL ADVERTISING 

ENQUIRIES to 

admin@bctc.com.au 

ADVERTORIAL 

and GENERAL  

CONTENT ENQUIRIES 

to 

wendy@bowraville.nsw.au 
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WHATôS HAPPENING IN BOWRA ~ WHATôS HAPPENING IN BOWRA 

Rhys Grainger receives his prize 
from BTC representative, Ned.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
To Bowra with Love Photo Competition Winner 

See story page 7 

The winning entry, 
Bowraville Rainbow, by Rhys Grainger 

 

You can see this photograph and other 
entries on the BTCôs Community website 

bowraville.nsw.au 

Bowraville Chamber of Commerce 
Next meeting will be at 5pm, Tuesday, 2nd December at the Bowra Hotel.  

- - - - - - - - - - 
Radio Nambucca 2NVR - Studio 3 Live  

19th December 2025 . 

Come along to 2NVR at 834 Rodeo Drive Tewinga for the show,  
it's from 6 to 8pm.  Ceri Wroble hosts Studio 3 Live every 3rd 

Friday.  

also 2NVRôs FREE Christmas Party  

 Everyone is welcome - please arrive between 5.30pm and 6pm. 
Ham, turkey and salads will be served at 6.45pm in the break. 

We hope to see you there. 

- - - - - - - - - 
St. Jimmyôs Christmas Lunch 

Anglican Church Hall in Bowraville - Christmas Day from 11am. 
The lunch is open and FREE for all who would like to attend. 

Contact Tony Fuller on 0487 090 886 . 
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Bowraville 

Services Australia Agency 

At the Bowraville Technology Centre we now offer a service for the 
entire community providing access to Centrelink, Medicare and Child 
Support through computer access. 

We provide free fax and email as well as the downloading and 
uploading of documents to most Government Departments. Access is 
available from 9:30am to 3:45pm Monday to Friday. 

Also available is personal assistance from one of our trained 
volunteers on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays between 10am 
and 3pm. Appointments are essential for this personalised service 
and can be made by ringing the Bowraville Technology Centre on 
6564-7420. 

This service is for rural communities to help reduce travel times and 
expense so please use this service to increase your on-line digital access 
to Australian Services. 

Free WiFi access to this service is provided 7 days a week in the area 
around the Bowraville Technology Centre even when the centre is 
closed. 

Have you checked out the 
Bowraville Community Website? 

www.bowraville.nsw.au 

Itôs the place to go 
to find out whatôs happening and where . . . 

in our town. 

You can get the monthly Bowra Community News, 
the weather, upcoming events and much more . . . 
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Thousands come Back to Bowra  

More pictures on pages 10 & 11  

òIn the end we had over 50 market stalls, four large traditional country-style 
events (whip cracking, billy carts, a street procession and a tug -of-war, plus 
live entertainment throughout the day, and the support from everyone in the 
community was incredible,ó Cr Smith said. 

Led by locals Gav McKinnon (President) and Barney Townley (Vice President) 
the Back to Bowra committee of around 15 members met weekly until the 
final massive week leading up to the Saturday of the festival when they met 
and communicated daily to bring the festival together.  

òWe each had our responsibilities but found we worked so well together as a 
team,ó Gav told BCNews. 

òNormally events like this take a full twelve months to organise but this one 
came together in just over two months with the support of major sponsors 
such as the Nambucca Valley Council, News Of The Area, Fortade and 
Nambucca Valley Tourism Association.ó  

òJen Hill worked tirelessly to bring in sponsors and supporters (over 21 local 
businesses made contributions), Emma and Jonno McLaughlin co -ordinated 
market stalls, Helen Leape and Jane Smith were Event Co -ordinator and 
Event Manager - It was a big job and we had to support each other when 
people started to crack under the pressure of it,ó Gav laughed. 

Already looking forward to next year, Back to Bowra 2025 Vice President 
Barney Townley promised an even bigger and more traditional event for next 
year.  

òWe plan to bring back the Mullins Mail Ride (a key part of the festival 
historically) so there will be horses in the main street,ó he said. 

For the quiet town of Bowraville, the influx of some 3000 people brought life 
and noise to the main street and hope that more businesses may return to 
the once bustling centre of the Nambucca Valley.  
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TECHNO LESSONS 

OPEN TO EVERYONE 
 

The Technology Centre 
is open to anyone who 
would like to learn more 
about technology ï 

computers/internet, mobile 
phones, emailing, social 
media, using digital 
photography with 

computers, assistance with 
using your home computer, 

ipads, tablets, etc. 
  
 

Absolute beginners are 
most welcome! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Counter Assistance 

is available 
for small fixes 

 
 
 

You can ring the 
Bowraville Technology 

Centre on 

6564-7420 

òMay  your  

Christmas  be  

as  joyful  as  

a chorus  of  

kookaburras  

in  the  bush. ó 

For your convenience, 
when paying at the 

Bowra Technology Centre, 
we now have 

eftpos 

Would you like to volunteer or 
maybe youôre required to 

volunteer . . .  
Whichever, here at the Bowraville 

Technology Centre weôre always looking 
for more volunteers to join the dedicated 
crew we have on board already. 

You can improve your computer skills 
and assist others at the same time. 

Call Karin on 6564 7420 
for more information. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=595d54b13ba06abb5e8d6ebcc0d1b819144b43464b27b27f444a0b84170c99e3JmltdHM9MTc1NzU0ODgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2d9cd672-f0fe-6f4b-01c4-c016f1646e18&psq=quotes+to+do+with+caring&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZGdvb2Rnb29kLmNvL2FydGljbGV
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=595d54b13ba06abb5e8d6ebcc0d1b819144b43464b27b27f444a0b84170c99e3JmltdHM9MTc1NzU0ODgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2d9cd672-f0fe-6f4b-01c4-c016f1646e18&psq=quotes+to+do+with+caring&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZGdvb2Rnb29kLmNvL2FydGljbGV
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=595d54b13ba06abb5e8d6ebcc0d1b819144b43464b27b27f444a0b84170c99e3JmltdHM9MTc1NzU0ODgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2d9cd672-f0fe-6f4b-01c4-c016f1646e18&psq=quotes+to+do+with+caring&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZGdvb2Rnb29kLmNvL2FydGljbGV
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=595d54b13ba06abb5e8d6ebcc0d1b819144b43464b27b27f444a0b84170c99e3JmltdHM9MTc1NzU0ODgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2d9cd672-f0fe-6f4b-01c4-c016f1646e18&psq=quotes+to+do+with+caring&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZGdvb2Rnb29kLmNvL2FydGljbGV
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=595d54b13ba06abb5e8d6ebcc0d1b819144b43464b27b27f444a0b84170c99e3JmltdHM9MTc1NzU0ODgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2d9cd672-f0fe-6f4b-01c4-c016f1646e18&psq=quotes+to+do+with+caring&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZGdvb2Rnb29kLmNvL2FydGljbGV
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=595d54b13ba06abb5e8d6ebcc0d1b819144b43464b27b27f444a0b84170c99e3JmltdHM9MTc1NzU0ODgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2d9cd672-f0fe-6f4b-01c4-c016f1646e18&psq=quotes+to+do+with+caring&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZGdvb2Rnb29kLmNvL2FydGljbGV
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31 HIGH ST BOWRAVILLE  
PH: 6564 7925  

FAX: 6564 7364  
 

 

Monday to Friday 8.45am - 5.30pm  
Saturday 8.45am - 12 noon  

 

Prescriptions and Professional Advice  

Moo Goo Natural Skincare  
Designer Brand make -up range  

 
 Pharmacists  
 BRIDGETTE BYRNES  
 KERRIE SAVINS  ?9/11 ?2/11 

By Ned COWIE 
A hobbyist photographer from Bowraville has won the Bowraville Technology Centreôs 
photography competition judged over last weekendôs Back to Bowra Festival. 

The ñTo Bowra With Loveò photography competitionôs first place and prize money of 
$250 went to Rhys Grainger for his snap of a rainbow peaking through clouds above a 
scene of Bowravilleôs iconic main street.   

Thirty-eight entries were received containing a variety of subjects from prize-winning 
cattle to Bowravilleôs heritage listed buildings and street scenes but two photographs, 
both featuring rainbows, stood out as clear winners. 

ñIn the end it was just a couple of votes between first and second,ò Ned of the BTC said. 

Runner-up in the competition went to Keven Oxford with his photograph of a rainbow 
over fields taken from his Argentôs Hill home.  

Winner, Rhys Grainger collected his prize money but generously donated a significant 
portion back to the volunteer-run, not-for-profit, Bowraville Technology Centre which 
maintains the community website. The winning photograph now features on the 
community websiteôs home screen at bowraville.nsw.au. 

ñItôs a wonderful surprise,ò Mr Grainger said. Although not a professional photographer, 
his photographs of the area are well-known to many Facebook users and in a volunteer 
capacity he has been hired to photograph community events in the valley. 

ñIôm just a hobbyist but I ended up with a decent camera, and I have sold the odd photo 
for things - like I think one was used as a splash back for a bathroom,ò he said. 

Third place went to Marion Syrattôs photo featuring Crooked Top Mountain at sunset. 

Close to 200 people participated in the voting which was carried out in-person at the 
Pioneer Community Centre and the Bowraville Technology Centre. 

ñWe are very pleased with the interest and feel it really helped people to think about 
what they love most about our gorgeous region,ò Ned of the BTC said.  

ñNext year we plan to run it again and hope it is even bigger,ò she added. 
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Aliens: Facts about extraterrestrial life and 
how scientists are looking for it 

Humans have a lot of ideas about what 
aliens might look like. But what is the 
science behind extraterrestrial life? Is it 
possible that humans will ever experience 
"first contact" with an alien species? 

Many scientists hope so. They're looking 
for extraterrestrial life on planets 
with conditions that look like Earth's. A life
-friendly planet would probably have 
water, for example. And for water to be a 
liquid, the planet must be the perfect distance from its sun for that water not to freeze 
or turn into a gas (steam). 

There's no evidence yet for life on other planets, but as scientists discover more and 
more planets outside our solar system, they're hopeful that some of these worlds will 
be "just right" for life to exist or evolve there. 

Are aliens real? 
Sci-fi aliens are fun to imagine, but scientists are serious about extraterrestrial life. 
There are some 100 billion stars in the Milky Way galaxy and at least 2 trillion galaxies 
in the universe we can study. If most of those stars have at least one planet around 
them, there could be up to 20 billion trillion extraterrestrial worlds out there. 

Given those numbers, it would be shocking if only a single planet ð Earth ð had life. 
But our closest neighbours in the solar system, Mars and Venus, don't seem to have 
any life. Some moons of Saturn and Jupiter have water, so they could have life ð most 
likely tiny creatures the size of germs. If Earthlings ever meet aliens face-to-face, they'll 
probably need a microscope to say hi. 

Until scientists find some firm proof, such as a communication signal from an alien 
world or fossilized microbes from Mars, Earth remains the only planet where life is 
known to exist. 

What might aliens look like? 
What aliens would look like would depend on where they came from. For example, on 
the icy moons in our solar system (Jupiter's Ganymede and Europa, and Saturn's 
Enceladus), life could thrive around hydrothermal vents in the oceans under the ice. 
This life might look like the weird creatures of the deep ocean seen on Earth. There 
could be primitive microbes, like Earth's single-celled Archaea. There might be 
relatively simple creatures with many cells in their body, sort of like Earth's tube worms, 
which live off chemicals from the vent fluid. 

Earth formed about 4.5 billion years ago, and we think the first life existed by about 4.2 
billion years ago. But life on Earth started simple and stayed that way for a long time. 
The first microbes that produced carbon evolved at least 3.7 billion years ago. (Carbon 
is an element that is a part of all known life.) But the kind of cells that gave rise to 
animals, plants and other complex life-forms didn't evolve until between 2.7 billion and 
1.8 billion years ago. Life-forms made of many cells didn't show up 

Continued on Page 28 
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Bowraville & District 
Ex-Services Club 
6564-7304 

 

What we have to offer . . . 
TAB  -  KENO 

RAFFLES - Wednesdays & Friday 
MEMBERSô DRAW min $1500 

KITCHEN Wednesday to Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm - Dinner 6-8pm 

 

HAPPY HOUR  - All Schooners $6.00 
from 4pm to 6pm daily 

FREE POOL Everyday 

With over 40 years of combined knowledge of the local Real Estate 
market Craig and Narelle can help with any questions about selling 
or renting your property. 

We can offer competitive fees, creative marketing and the backing 
of one of the fastest growing nationwide agencies being backed by 
real estate specialists.  

Craig is the only agent who lives in the town of Bowraville and has 
extensive knowledge of the area. 

To see what our clients think of Nambucca River Realty go to 
ratemyagent.com.au 

CRAIG BELLAMY 0412 080 287 
NARELLE HARPER 0435 054 625 
www.nambuccariverrealty.com.au 

NAMBUCCA RIVER REALTY 
 

YOUR NAMBUCCA VALLEY SPECIALIST 

?6/11 

?9/11 

1st Saturday of the month 
at St James - ring Jeff to 
book on 0428 578 394 
ððððððððððð 

Cuppa and Chat 
3rd Saturday of the month 

10am ð Free 
All welcome - St James Hall 
ððððððððððð 

2nd Saturday of Month  

Pioneer Community Centre  
9am to 1pm  

ððððððððððð- 

St Jimmy's Kitchen 
3rd Thurs of Month  

5.30pm at St James Church Hall 
ððððððððððð 

Friday 9-11am 
Must hold a current Centrelink card. 
For more info call office on 6568-9029 

ððððððððððð 

 WHATôS HAPPENING IN BOWRA   

BOWRA HOTEL 
OPEN 10AM - MIDNIGHT  

 

BISTRO 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 

11:30am-2:00pm and 5.30 - 8pm  
SUNDAY 

11:30am-2:00pm & 5.30 - 8pm  

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  
Thurs, Fri and Sat 5.30 - 8pm  

All menus available for takeaway 

Regular Live Music - Holy Goat Coffee 

Enjoy the country charm of the streetscape 
as you Wine & Dine on the Verandah 

 

33 HIGH STREET, BOWRAVILLE 

Ph.6564 7041    bowrahotel@bigpond.com 

High Street, Bowraville  
Phone/Fax: 6564 -8200  

MONDAY to FRIDAY  
and WEEKENDS 10am -1pm  

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 10am -3pm  

email: bowravillefolkmuseum@gmail.com  
twitter.com/bowravillefolk  

~ Groups by appointment ~  
?4/11 

?9/11 
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